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Mayor Skenzich called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mayor Skenzich, Councilors Kutsi, Nemanick, Schutte and Skalko. 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present: City Attorney Brunfelt, Police Chief Techar (6:45 p.m.) Public Works 
Operations Director Lautigar, Library Director Miller, Campground Caretakers Rautanens, 
City Clerk Sakrison and Administrative Secretary Devich. 
 
Mayor Skenzich led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Kutsi to approve the agenda.  All approved. 
 
Erik Wedge of DSGW Architects updated the Council on the Library/Community Center 
Tuckpointing project and stated the issues the contractor is having. The original bid 
included 500 brick and once the project got underway it has been determined that at least 
an additional 3,500 brick will be needed at a cost of $105,000. Wedge suggested 
eliminating the chemical cleaning, and to only do spot tuck pointing on the Community 
Center portion of the building eliminating $78,256. The lintels over the windows need 
replacing because the rust expansion is part of what has made the brick in such poor 
condition. The weep holes on the lintels were plugged which trapped moisture and made 
the deterioration more rapid.  The clay tile block around the front entrance is also 
deteriorated and some will need to be replaced. Further discussion followed concerning the 
Community Center project including an explanation that the potential grant was for ADA 
and handicap accessibility not historic preservation. 
 
Motion by Kutsi second by Schutte to eliminate $78,256 of the project and move forward 
with the Library/Community Center Tuckpointing Project at additional cost of $133,062 to 
Building Restoration Corporation as recommended by the DSGW Architect’s Engineer 
Wedge.  All approved.  
 
Motion by Kutsi second by Skalko to Pay Estimate No. 1 for $4,750 to Building 
Restoration Corporation for the Library and Community Center Tuckpointing Project as 
recommended by DSGW Architect Wedge.  All approved.  
 
Ted Erchul stated he is still interested in the property on Wisconsin Avenue East by the 
skating rink and questioned if any progress has been made into his earlier inquiry.  Mayor 
Skenzich stated there are no set property lines for the area he is interested in so the city 
would have to have the area surveyed and there is also a question on how much buildable 
property would actually be available below the hill.  Public Works Operations Director 
Lautigar noted land has to be designated for a ditch along the road.  Skenzich agreed and 
stated the City Engineer would survey the area and the city would come up with a cost for 
the property. The city is not responsible for bringing the utilities to the curb. There was an 



CITY OF GILBERT 

MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2013 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 

 

 2 

explanation about how the road may not be the property line and the fact the city would 
maintain an easement so the actual property line may be further into the property. 
 
Motion by Kutsi second by Schutte to approve City Council Minutes of August 27, 2013 
Budget Work Session.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Skalko to approve City Council Minutes of August 27, 2013 
Audit Review Work Session.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Kutsi second by Schutte to approve City Council Minutes of August 27, 2013 
Regular Council Meeting.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Nemanick to approve Resolution 2013-10-IRRRB Grant for 
Residential Demolition.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Kusti to approve payment of League of Minnesota Cities 
2014 membership dues for the amount of $1,812.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Kutsi second by Skalko to approve Campground Managers’ contract for the 
2014 and 2015 camping seasons as recommended by the Campground Committee.  Motion 
carried 4-1 with Mayor Skenzich, Councilors Kutsi, Schutte and Skalko voting in favor 
and Councilor Nemanick voting against. 
 
Councilor Nemanick questioned the $4,000 increase over the two-year period.  Councilor 
Kutsi stated the cost for them to pay the insurance as private contractors goes up each year.  
Steve Peterson of the Campground Committee noted other campgrounds in the area are 
paying a higher rate for their caretakers once the numbers are broken down.  Nemanick 
stated his concern with the public supporting the campground.  Peterson stated the 
campground is not in the red and there will be no cost to the public. 
 
City Clerk Sakrison stated the proposed preliminary 2014 net tax capacity levy has to be 
submitted to St. Louis County by September 15, 2013.  Sakrison also noted the proposed 
levy can be reduced when the final levy is submitted but it cannot be increased. 
 
Motion by Nemanick second by Skalko to set the Preliminary 2014 net tax capacity levy at 
a 15%  increase of $141,887 (2013 levy was $945,913) for a total amount of $1,087,800.  
All approved.  Mayor Skenzich stated the final levy will be lower than the preliminary. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Kutsi to set the Public Hearing on the 2014 Budget for 
Tuesday, December 10, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Nemanick to set Budget Work Session Meeting for 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.  All approved. 
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Motion by Nemanick second by Kutsi to set a City Council Work Session to conduct an 
Evaluation of the Public Works Operations Director Lautigar on Tuesday, September 24 at 
5:30 p.m.  All approved. 
 
Councilor Nemanick stated he still has concerns with the gas company not patching up the 
alleys.  Operations Director Lautigar stated he would check the alleys and contact the gas 
company about patching the areas that have not been done.  Nemanick also mentioned 
there was damage done to a post on Don Bellerud’s property and damage to the side walk 
by the Bantz property this last winter.  Nemanick stated Bellerud would fix the damage 
done to the post if the city will pay for the materials.  Operations Director Lautigar stated 
he would take a look at the sidewalk by Bantz’s because it was just redone 4 years ago. 
 
Councilor Skalko reported the street light is out by Sparta Beach and the vegetation needs 
to be removed in that area since it hasn’t been done since 2007 and requested Operations 
Director Lautigar to get a cost estimate for the vegetation removal.  Skalko also thanked 
the city crew for moving the dirt piles at the cemetery. 
 
Mayor Skenzich announced the League of Minnesota Cities Regional Workshop is in 
Hibbing on October 23, 2013. 
 
City Attorney Brunfelt stated Leo Skrbec paid his storefront loan to the city in full earlier 
this year and would like the city to formally approve the Mortgage Satisfaction. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Kutsi to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for Leopold and 
Yvonne Skrbec.  All approved. 
 
City Attorney Brunfelt stated the city of Gilbert prevailed in the Fayal Detachment 
Hearing.  The cost for the Administrative Law Judge will be split 50/50 between the city 
and the Petitioners, which Brunfelt noted is typical.  Brunfelt stated the Petitioners have 30 
days to appeal but, it is unlikely they will.  Councilor Nemanick and the City Council 
thanked Attorney Brunfelt for his time spent on the Fayal Detachment case. 
 
Police Chief Techar stated he is down two full time officers due to injuries that will require 
surgery and recovery period.  Because of the circumstances Gilbert would like to borrow 
an officer from Eveleth to cover shifts and is requesting the city sign a Joint Powers  
Agreement to allow the shift coverage.  Techar explained currently under the Mutual Aid 
Agreement a police officer from Eveleth can only help in emergency situations and this 
Joint Powers Agreement would allow an Eveleth officer to work in Gilbert in city 
equipment as a Gilbert police officer while still wearing an Eveleth uniform.  Techar 
expressed the agreement is not a merger between the cities, it is just to cover shifts due to 
the circumstances. 
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Motion by Nemanick second by Skalko to authorize a Joint Powers Police Agreement with 
the city of Eveleth.  All approved.  City Attorney Brunfelt stated he will prepare a draft 
agreement for City Council. 
 
Chief Techar suggested Gilbert adopt a synthetic marijuana ordinance banning the sale in 
Gilbert.  Attorney Brunfelt stated cities are using the Duluth Ordinance as a model and he 
would draft an ordinance for Gilbert to be proactive. 
 
Operations Director Lautigar stated he received proposals from JDI in Grand Rapids and In 
Control from Blaine for work on the overflow gate operation at the Wastewater Plant. 
Terah recommends using In Control based on their experience with waste water plants. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Nemanick to accept the proposal from In Control Inc., for 
$1,100 for work on the overflow gate operation at the Wastewater Plant.  All approved. 
 
Director Lautigar stated he is waiting to hear back from two contractors for an update on 
hauling lime from the lime lagoon.  Lautigar also suggested the city get rid of the 
Recycling Center in Sparta because it is always such a mess from overflow.  Lautigar 
spoke with St. Louis County and they recommended closing the Sparta area and having the 
Gilbert Recycling Center emptied twice a week to make up for the additional recycling.  
Council requested that signage be placed at the old recycling center in Sparta to let people 
know to use the one in Gilbert. 
 
Motion by Skalko second by Kutsi to get rid of the recycle center in Sparta and have the 
Gilbert Recycling Center emptied twice a week.  All approved. 
 
Director Lautigar reported on Utilities Plus recommendations for the electrical sub station 
noting it was recommended to start looking at new transformers within five years.  
Lautigar stated he requested four quotes for the replacement of the ventilators in the 
Community Center but, only received one quote. Kohler Fuel recommends replacing the 
units with two larger units for $12,000 that will not only give off more BTUs but, will be 
energy efficient compared to what is currently in the building. 
 
Motion by Kutsi second by Schutte to purchase two ventilators at the Community Center 
for cost not to exceed $12,000.  All approved. 
 
Library Director Miller announced the new carpeting is in at the library and it looks like a 
completely different room because they have also made some organizational changes.  
Miller noted the library is open its normal hours even though there is work being done on 
the outside of the building.  Miller also announced it is National Library Week September 
21st through the 28th and they will be showing the movie “The Great Gatsby” because it 
was a controversial book at one time.  The library is also running a nine-month “Geek” 
campaign regarding what interests someone or what they are passionate about and to 
support the library go to geekthelibrary.org. 
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Campground Caretakers Rautanens reported there has been an increase in revenue this year 
compared to last year and there are many repeat reservations for next year.  Rautanens 
stated there has been talk of taking the playground equipment out of the campground but, 
there are families that specifically ask for a site by the playground so they would 
recommend leaving the playground equipment there. 
 
Mayor Skenzich stated Attorney Corradi-Simon reported that Fayal Township has agreed 
to the Sewer Agreement and will be voting on it shortly. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Skalko to approve bills and payroll subject to audit by Mayor 
and Clerk.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Schutte second by Nemanick to acknowledge the Police Commission Minutes 
of July 9, 2013 and July 29, 2013.  All approved. 
 
Council acknowledged notification of the TCBDA 2014 Budget and Gilbert’s 2014 share 
of the Biosolids Disposal Site Authority. 
 
Motion by Skalko second by Kutsi to adjourn the meeting at 7:48 p.m.  All approved. 
 
       
 

______________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 


