City of Gilbert
Minutes of City Council Working Session
Thursday, August 13, 2020
Council Chambers


* Due to Covid-19 Pandemic the City of Gilbert held City Council meetings under alternative meeting arrangements

Mayor Oberstar called the meeting to order at   5:30 P.M.
Quorum established.

Present: Councilors Leoni, Skenzich, Pulles, Mayor Oberstar, Jr., City Engineer John Jamnick, City Attorney Lindsay, Administrative Clerk Paulsen, Deputy Clerk Gulan
Absent with notice: Councilor Robich

Cemetery Expansion and Access Road
· Citizen Paul Bontems recently presented to the Mayor a land swap proposition for the City. Mr. Bontems’ land is adjacent to cemetery.  
· Mr. Bontems would clean refuse, cars, etc., from the area. 
· A 15 acre parcel across from Ore-Be-Gone would be the exchange for the property adjacent to the cemetery.  Mr. Bontems would like to develop the area near Ore-Be-Gone as a marina in the future, bringing dollars and taxes to the City.   A 2 year development period discussed, with condition of keeping boat landing open to the public.
· Mr. Bontems is asking the city to consider this as a swap-of-land exchange.  
· The Cemetery Advisory Board has recommended the City go ahead with this exchange but wants to wait to discuss other access road option for future expansion to the North West. This land exchange would be an option for needed burial space for the City.  
Leoni:  would like input from citizens as to why the City is considering the land exchange and how he is to answer citizen questions.
Mayor:  the cemetery land is nearly all taken, with no space to sell for future single lot burials. The current area is very old and has shallow ledge rock, and this is good opportunity for the city to solve the land issue. 
 
Jamnick:  the land Bontems is offering for exchange is part of the old trailer park area.  Phase 2 will allow an opportunity to bring more fill into the area.

Sam: all sewer and water lines in the area will need to be disconnected, an access road determined, and a barrier on the Rock n Pines area put in place. 
Enter and exit area, extension of water lines discussed. 
I north and I south cemetery areas are available, but must be purchased in 4, 6 or 8 graves as that is how the I section was laid out.  1 or 2 grave sites are currently requested, not larger multi-plots.  Columbarium cost discussion for back quadrant which is unable to be developed for burials.
Boat access across from beach, is part of the Sherwood Forest Campground development as a proposed boat landing as a secondary access to Ore-Be-Gone for recreation. Discussion.

Mayor: Requests City Engineer and Operations Director report back in 1 month with details, how much of land is usable, and suggestions for usable roads in the area.  Columbarium will be more popular in future, as many family members live out of town. To be located in the top quadrant of the cemetery which is currently empty and very shallow depth (ledge rock).
Pulles:  withholds opinion until more questions have been answered. 

Clerk:  The Cemetery Advisory Board prefers Mr. Bontems’ 8 acre parcel as a first choice.  The Cemetery Advisory Board did not discuss or offer suggestion as to how the land is to be acquired, just that they recommended the land become City cemetery property for expansion. 

Access Road
· May not be an issue if the land swap takes place as the road will be in the land swap area. 
· Cemetery Board recommends Nebraska Avenue as the 1st choice access road, with Alaska Avenue as the 2nd choice, making a road through that area between residential properties if City develops cemetery to the North West.

Other Additional Issues / Concerns:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Speeding on Summit Street. Residents are requesting gates at both entrances to Hopkins Park to be locked every evening. Criminal activity in the area recently. Speed limit signs, more patrols in area discussed to address safety and residents concern. Sam: suggests stop signs to be placed on every other street/avenue to slow traffic.
· Skenzich: discussed suspicious activity with Police chief, stop signs to replace yield signs on Summit St., post speed limit signs. Construction is a contributing factor to speeding.  
· If gates are locked they need to be unlocked at 6am for construction and water tower access. Mayor suggests locking at 10pm and opening 6am.  Council motion at next meeting to address gate locking.
· Blight list to be provided to Council.  Blight Enforcement/new hire discussion.  Temporary for 80 hours. Special Projects employee to do blight enforcement discussion and would be available 5 days per week to assist police force with blight enforcement. 
· Mayor encourages citizens to participate in blight task force as Public Works does not have resources to maintain the areas and suggests blight task force help with mowing grass, etc. Liability, waivers, legal issues discussed.   
· Pulles: multi-unit rentals, property used for vehicle storage.  
· Lindsay:  legal options and systems to set up to give City more control over situation and generate revenues. 
· Sam: City has billed property owners in the past for grass mowing services for hours worked on blight properties. Looking for more follow-up direction and quicker access to the properties will help streamline the process.

Clerk: Color card for water tower presented. Colors other than white can be chosen at no additional charge. White was stated in the last City Council meeting.  Council determines the color will stay white per previous City Council decision. 

Mayor: States concern that Lower Tank repairs are very much needed soon, and are over-do. 



Motion by Pulles, second by Leoni to adjourn meeting at 6:15 P.M.  MCU
Aye:	Skenzich, Pulles, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 4/0


ATTEST:                                                              _________________________________
                                                                              James Paulsen, Executive Administrative Clerk
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor

