City of Gilbert
Minutes of City Council Working Session
Tuesday, July 28, 2020
Council Chambers

* Due to Covid-19 Pandemic the City of Gilbert held City Council meetings under alternative meeting arrangements

Mayor Oberstar called the meeting to order at 5:18 P.M.
Quorum established.

Present: Councilors Leoni, Skenzich, Pulles, Robich, Mayor Oberstar, Jr., City Engineer John Jamnick, City Attorney Lindsay, Clerk Paulsen, Deputy Clerk Gulan

1. Sanitation Contract Transfer / Extension
· Al Mugge, owner of Tomahawk Ford/current Gilbert Sanitation Contract, present and discussed contract extension.
· Mayor states the current City bags system is fair. Pay for only trash you generate. A standard rate is not fair, as amount of refuse, and tipping fees differ per household.  
· Fixed-fee cost is not for the price of the bag. The fixed-fee on each bill is for the contractor fee, St. Louis County for recycle bins and roll off bins, not for the garbage generated. 
· Other future garbage options discussed and how the current process is the most fair. Bag system helps to prevent people from other communities from dropping their waste in Gilbert garbage cans. 
· Mayor is in favor of current contract system and service.
· Al Mugge thanks the City for the opportunity to extend the contract.  Good for both parties, an established relationship is in place. Tomahawk will continue with the current quality service provided to the city of Gilbert.
· Councilor Leoni thanks Tomahawk Ford for their good service provided to the City 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pulles, Leoni, Robich, Skenzich and Oberstar in agreement with continuing the contract and extension per Tomahawk proposal, the 3% rate increase and potential new owners of the sanitation service. 

2.  WWTP Discussion
· Ovivo- Ron LaFond report and states he is not in favor of Ovivo’s proposal to remedy the 3 malfunctioning MBR system. Ovivo will not provide for future expanded capacity that City needs. 
· Discussion of possibility of Ovivo completely replacing the 3 malfunctioning MBR
· Mayor discusses the responsibility should not fall to the City for finding ways to repair or getting MBR to work correctly.  The City paid for a fully functioning facility.  If complete replacement is necessary, that is what should be done.  2 MBR should run as agreed upon and the 3rd MBR to be used as needed.  If 3 MBR are needed at all times, as is the current situation, it is not working correctly.  It should work as originally proposed. 
· Attorney agrees with Mayor’s suggestion that the Waste Water Treatment plant should be fully functioning as agreed upon in the original discussion and agreement.  All parties were in agreement and relied upon Ovivo to know the needs of the City and Ovivo stated it would provide the perfect system for the City.
· City engineer agrees that the City should receive what was agreed upon at the original planning, with capacity appropriate for the City.  
· The City has significant additional cost and material needed continually, to function. This was not originally known or disclosed.  
· City Engineer Jamnick:  Contact Ovivo and Magney directly to get clarification regarding who is responsible for what.  
· Attorney: Magney is responsible for construction, Ovivo responsible for the original contract. Relationship between Ovivo and Magney to be monitored by City Attorney. 
· City Council’s wishes will be relayed to Ron LaFond/Stantec who will send Ovivo the City’s concerns regarding resolution of the issue. 

3. Water Tower Design
	1.	Additional Paint discussion: 
· Skenzich discusses design options, but is in agreement with standard white color for no additional charge. 
· Mayor: the lower tank is in urgent need of repair. 
· Water Tower repairs have been needed for some time. Projects have not been addressed in the past but can no longer be ignored.
· Surrounding communities have their City colors, Gilbert has the option of having orange and black colors on high tank for additional $8,700, with 25 year paint color integrity.  
· Discusses community complaints regarding additional cost to upgrade the paint color to orange and black. Mayor suggests dropping the issue of paint color, rather than to have citizens complain, and recommends the standard paint at no additional charge. 
· Color choice, with reference to original Gilbert colors black and orange, is an issue with citizens.

	2.	Antennae:  
· Discussed damage caused to water tower by directly welding antennae to water tower surface.   
· Separate mounting surface for antennas on top of water tower to prevent damage due to continual removal and attachment of antennas.  
· Safe access to top of water tower discussed
· AEOA has moved their antenna from Gilbert to another tower for better reception. 

4. Other Additional issues/concerns
· Pulles: fines for cliff jumping, ordinance change, Attorney advises the maximum fine of $300 due to City ordinance. 
· Cliff area and future recreation development options discussed. 
· Department of Health inspection of Sherwood Forest Campground and Covid review received a full approval from MN Department of Health. City is in compliance.
· Library: Discussion regarding opening to pubic and computer area. No local libraries are currently open. 
· Attorney: no local libraries are fully open, curbside only, most libraries don't have the facilities to properly sanitize the facility if open to public. The program and directive has not yet come from State of MN. 

Motion by Skenzich, second by Leoni to adjourn meeting at 6:20 P.M.  MCU
Aye:	Pulles, Leoni, Skenzich. Oberstar
Nay:	0

ATTEST:                                                              _________________________________
                                                                              James Paulsen, Executive Administrative Clerk
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor
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