City of Gilbert
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 13, 2020
Council Chambers


* Due to Covid-19 Pandemic the City of Gilbert held City Council meetings under alternative meeting arrangements

Mayor Oberstar called the meeting to order at 6:32 P.M.

Quorum determined.	

Present: Councilors Robich Leoni, Skenzich, Pulles, Mayor Oberstar, Jr., City Attorney Bhupesh Pattni, City Engineer John Jamnick, Operations Director Lautigar, Library Director Dabbas, Chief Techar, Campground Directors Barb and John Rautunen, Deputy Clerk Gulan, Executive Administrative Clerk Paulsen, Chris Michelson from Ehlers, Doug Kerfeld from MnDot, Ron LaFond from Stantec. 

Mayor Oberstar led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Additions to Agenda
1. Resignation of Water & Light Billing Clerk
2. Resolution 2020-09 Establishing City of Gilbert  a Constitution and Business Friendly City
3. Purchase of Water Plant Pump 
4. Water & Electric Meters Quote
Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve additions to agenda.
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Leoni, Skenzich, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

Approve City Council Minutes
A. April 28, 2020 City Council Working Session
B. April 28, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting

Motion by Pulles, second by Robich to approve the April 28, 2020 City Council Working Session Minutes.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Pulles, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 0
Motion carries 5/0

Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve April 28, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Pulles, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 0
Motion carries 5/0



Public Input:
1. G’na Toumala, Gilbert resident/business owner. G’na requesting use of Community Center kitchen for June 11-14, 2020 for her business (located in Gilbert) catering event. G’na asked council to waive the fee. 
The resident fee is $80.00/day. Council offers a reduced fee of $50.00/day.
Motion by Pulles, second by Skenzich to approve reducing the daily fee from $80.00 to $50.00, providing Ms. Toumala adds the City of Gilbert to her Certificate of Liability as an additional insured, and signs a rental agreement. 
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

2. Jon Liimatta, Gilbert resident/business owner. Mr. Liimatta inquired regarding the status and timeline of the re-opening of Gilbert bars and businesses. Resolution discussed. Mayor states decisions cannot be less restrictive than Governor’s current order.  

Reports – Mayor & Council

A)  Mayor:
· 3rd of July Committee will be holding the fireworks display, as usual, but the 3rd of July parade is cancelled.
· Memorial Day events at Gilbert Cemetery are cancelled due to Covid.
· Read AEOA Proclamation
· Apologizes to Gilbert residents for the May billing, the previous 6 months of estimated readings, and the questions that have followed. Informed public of proposed new water and electric meter process and council is taking steps to correct the issue.
· Payment plans available, no late fees charged. 
· Future readings to be read if possible and requests public to call in readings, for accuracy. 
· Alley at end of Broadway discussion, add to Summit Street project.
· Mayor thanks City Hall staff for setting up City Council meetings to allow for Public Input

B)  City Councilors:

Councilor Robich: 
Councilor Pulles:  Citizens have the option to bring or call in their meter reading for accuracy.
      	Councilor Skenzich:  
      	Councilor Leoni:   The Avenue of Flags will not be put up this year. 

Reports – Staff, Boards & Commissions

A) City Attorney: No report

B) City Engineer:  John Jamnick:
1. Meters Update
· Discussion regarding soliciting of bids for Water and Electric Meter installation and supply
· The Quote package is available at City Hall for viewing.

Motion by Skenzich, second by Oberstar to authorize Clerk Paulsen and City Engineer Jamnick to pursue bids on Electric and Water Meter Supply and Installation. 
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

C) Police Chief:   Ty Techar:
· No Report
 
D) Public Works Operations Director Lautigar:
· Report on Gulbranson donation of time in constructing/installing/repair of water line at Gilbert Cemetery
1. Substation Transformer: 
· Discussion of Single, Dual and 4K proposal from MN Power
· Item is tabled until May 26, 2020 City Council meeting.  
· Remove recommendation of Dual transformer, to Single voltage
· Determined Dual voltage not necessary for City of Gilbert currently or forseeable future. 
Motion by Pulles, second by Robich to table Substation Transformer discussion until May 26, 2020 City Council Meeting. 
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

2. Basketball Equipment Request: 
· Resident requests new backboards at Kennedy Park
· Pulles questions if funds currently available for purchase, clerk states funds are available and due to Covid closures, is an opportunity for citizens to enjoy our parks.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Motion by Leoni, second by Oberstar to authorize purchase from BSN Sports, 2 basketball backboards in the total amount of $1,299.98 to be installed at Kennedy Park. 
Aye:	Pulles, Robich, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

3. Chemical Pump Replacement:  New pump is to replace the current fluoride pump at the Water Plant.  
Motion by Leoni, second by Oberstar to authorize Public Works to purchase new Blue-White chemical dosing pump from Hawkins in the amount of $1,120.00. 
Aye:	Pulles, Robich, Leoni, Skenzich, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

E) Library Director Dabbas: 
1. Library Operations
· Report on curbside service plan
· Summer reading and family program discussion and how to accommodate patrons during Covid protocol
· Clerk and Attorney propose the Library assemble a curbside service plan and present it to MN Dept. of Health for approval.

F) Campground Directors
· June 1, 2020 opening date for seasonal camping
· Governor’s office report, non-seasonal campground use permitted if used as primary residence. Identification of such, is unclear, per guidelines.
· Opening plan per St Louis County Public Health, DNR, and MN Dept. of Health guidelines.  
· Mayor notes new campground committee members. Committee to discuss which improvements/enhancements needed and increased campground rates and present to council for approval. 
· Discussion of campsite fire rings, larger replacements

G) Executive Administrative Clerk Paulsen: 
· Governor emergency order extended to June 13, 2020, stay-safe Minnesota Guideline replaces stay-at-home order. 
· States importance of making provisions to allow Public Input during Covid remote tele-meetings, as many local communities are not offered a remote public input option.
· Thanks everyone for their patience as information changes daily
Old Business:

A. WWTP Construction Project
· Ron LaFond, site update. Project at 98% completion.
· Cable discussion, Mayor states cable must be American-made

B. MN TH 37 
1) DOT Resolution 2020-08 and Agreement
· Resolution 2020-08, MN DOT/Gilbert Cooperative Construction Agreement discussion.
· Resolution 2020-08 MnDOT and City of Gilbert to enter into an agreement for the purpose of Hwy 53-Hwy 135 Construction project.
Motion by Skenzich, second by Oberstar to approve MN DOT and City of Gilbert Cooperative Construction Agreement and Resolution 2020-08 for the purpose of Hwy 53-Hwy 135 construction project.
Aye:	Robich, Leoni, Pulles, Skenzich, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

2) Ehlers Pre-sale Report and Resolution
· Pre-Sale Report
· Resolution 2020-06 Providing for the Sale of Water and Sewer Revenue bonds
Motion by Leoni, second by Oberstar to approve Resolution 2020-06 Providing for the Sale of 1.4 million Water and Sewer Revenue bonds.
Aye:	Robich Pulles, Leoni, Skenzich, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

C. Broadway Phase 2
· Discussion. Mayor requests fellow councilors to review and revisit the information for future discussion.
· Upper/Lower alley, water line, February 2020 community meeting
· 1.5% bond interest rate, time is now to pursue funding for Phase 2
· Project will not increase taxes, funding sources discussed
· Mayor notes a 4/1 vote necessary for funding approval, motion fails 3/2.
Motion by Skenzich, second by Oberstar to approve adding Phase 2 project to the bonding for Phase 1.
Aye:	Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	Robich, Pulles
Motion fails 3/2

New Business:

A. HRA Appointment
· Re-appointment of Omar St. Lawrence to HRA
Motion by Pulles, second by Leoni for Mayoral approval of the re-appointment of Omar St. Lawrence to the Housing and Redevelopment Authority commission.
Aye:	Robich, Leoni, Skenzich, Pulles, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

B. Fire Department PERA Request
· Discussion on past verbal agreement.
· Council approves increasing PERA service contribution amount from $1,600 to $1,800 and deposit of $3,500.00 voluntary amount into PERA in 2020.
· Todd Devich, GFD Firefighter spoke on previous conversation and current request to increase amount.
· Robich inquires if necessary to make increase and deposit the voluntary amount in 2020, as it is not due until 2021.
· Mayor states importance of honoring the previously agreed upon voluntary amount of $3,500.00

Motion by Robich, second by Oberstar for a required payment of $1,076.00 to increase PERA service contribution to $1,800 and to release in December 2020 the balance amount of $2,424.00 as a voluntary contribution for a total contribution of $3,500.00.
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Abstain:	Skenzich
Motion carries 4/0

C. Magney Stantec Invoices

Motion by Pulles, second by Skenzich to approve payment to Stantec in the amount of $13,649.68 and Magney in the amount of $44,091.13 and to authorize submittal to the PFA for reimbursement.
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion Carries 5/0




D. Training Request
· MWOA 44th annual conference for Terah Rinerson
· 16 required credits will be earned at conference
· Contingent on Conference taking place, due to pandemic
Motion by Robich, second by Pulles to approve Waste Water Operator Terah Rinerson to attend MWOA 44th annual conference July 29-31, 2020, or on-line training, for a total cost of $368.00 if city vehicle is available and $554.00 if city vehicle is not available. 
Aye:	Robich, Leoni, Skenzich, Pulles, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

E. Resolution 2020-04 Discussion
· Discussion to extend Mayor’s Declaration of Local Emergency, to June 9, 2020. 
Motion by Skenzich, second by Leoni to extend Resolution 2020-04, Mayor Declaring Local Emergency, to June 9, 2020.
Aye:	Leoni, Skenzich, Pulles, Oberstar
Nay:	Robich
Motion carries 4/1

F. Miscellaneous
1. Resolution 2020-09
·  Resolution Establishing Gilbert, MN as a Constitutional and Business Friendly Community
· Mayor states the resolution will not lessen any Governor/State mandates currently in place, and understands everyone’s frustration. 
· Discussion of consequences 
· City Attorney states Resolution 2020-09 is sound and legal. 
· Purpose of Resolution is to give local government a voice.
Motion by Robich, second by Pulles to adopt Resolution 2020-09.
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

2. Resignation 
· The City Council accepts with regret the resignation of Administrative Assistant/Utility Billing Clerk Katelyn Bennett, thanks her for her service to the city and wishes her the best.
· Discussion of replacement to follow
Motion by Pulles, second by Robich to accept the resignation of Katelyn Bennet, effective May 26, 2020.
Aye:	Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 5/0

Approve Payment of Bills and Payroll

Motion by Robich, second by Skenzich to approve payment of bills and payroll upon proper audit of the Clerk and Mayor.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay: 0
Motion carries 5/0



Motion by Robich, second by Skenzich to adjourn meeting at 9:23 P.M.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Pulles, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 0
Motion carries 5/0


ATTEST:                                                              _________________________________
                                                                              James Paulsen, Executive Administrative Clerk
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor
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