

City of Gilbert
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 14, 2020
Council Chambers


* Due to Covid-19 Pandemic the City of Gilbert held City Council meetings under alternative meeting arrangements

Mayor Oberstar called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M.

Quorum determined.

Present:  Councilors Robich, Skenzich, Leoni, Mayor Oberstar, Attorney Bhupesh Pattni, City Engineer John Jamnick, Operations Director Lautigar, Police Chief Techar, Library Director Dabbas, Campground Managers Barb & John Rautunen, Executive Clerk Paulsen, Deputy Clerk Gulan

Absent with Notice: Councilor Pulles  

Mayor Oberstar led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
All votes will be roll called.

Approve City Council Minutes

A. March 24, 2020 Police Department Notice of Public Hearing Minutes
B. March 24, 2020 City Council Working Session Minutes
C. March 24, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes

Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve the March 24, 2020 Police Department Notice of Public Hearing Minutes.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 4/0

Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve the March 24, 2020 City Council Working Session Minutes.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 0
Motion carries 4/0

Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve March 24, 2020 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes 
Aye: Robich, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 0
Motion carries 4/0

Public Input:  Gilbert citizen Mark Heitzman via Zoom call-in presents concern regarding road condition on Louisiana Avenue, and work/improvement request.

Reports – Mayor & Council

A)  Mayor:
· Class of 2020 photo banners displayed on main street lighting poles to honor graduating high school seniors due to Covid 19. Local communities participating. Public works to place banners. Per attorney, no liability to City of Gilbert.

Motion by Robich, second by Oberstar to allow placing EG graduating seniors’ picture banners on City of Gilbert light poles providing there is a provision, per attorney, allowing individuals to opt-out.
Aye:	Skenzich, Leoni, Robich, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 4/0

· Update and acknowledgement of Covid 19 concerns
· Announcement of call-in number for Public Input

B)  City Councilors:

Councilor Robich: No report
      	Councilor Pulles:   Absent
      	Councilor Skenzich:  No report
      	Councilor Leoni:  No report

Reports – Staff, Boards & Commissions

A) City Attorney: 
1. AT&T Contract to be reviewed and presented at 4/28/20 city council meeting
2. Sparta Sewer line and I & I contractor update. Starting process to be presented at 4/28/20 city council meeting. 

B) City Engineer:  John Jamnick: 
· Mesabi Bituminous Summit Street extension and Lower Michigan update.


C) Police Chief Techar:   
· Covid pandemic report and how it has affected GPD, First Responders and community.
· Calls are down, more domestic and mental health issues



D) Public Works Operations Director Lautigar:
· Work report, meter reading starting, Sewer plant update
1. Substation
· MN Power recommendation to go from dual voltage transformer to single voltage. Discussion re: cost/savings for single vs dual. 
· Summer help hiring will be revisited in future after Covid Pandemic

E) Library Director Dabbas:  
· Staff to return Monday, April 20 to prepare for re-opening
· Summer reading program update and book/video options for citizens to access library during Gilbert Public Library closure. 

F) Campground Director Barb & John Rautunen: Agenda only

G) Executive Administrative Clerk Paulsen: 
· Open Book Meeting for 2020 property taxes assessed payable in 2021 to be held in Virginia, MN at St. Louis County Assessor’s Office on April 29, 2020 from 3:00-4:00 P.M.  Taxpayers can discuss tax and valuation.

G.)	Acknowledge Boards and Commission Minutes
		1. Gilbert Public Library Meeting Minutes from March 02, 2020
· Recommendation by Library Commission to upgrade existing library computer. Work to be completed by Christian Ogilvie. 
· Front concrete steps deteriorating, Public Works to get quote for permanent repair, and Public Works to do interim repair.
			
Motion by Leoni, second by Skenzich to approve the Gilbert Public Library Minutes from March 02, 2020 MCU
Aye: Leoni, Robich, Skenzich, Oberstar
Nay: 0
Motion carries 4/0

Old Business:

A. WWTP Construction Project
1. deMinimis Waiver
· Mayor Oberstar requests American-made steel cable per original contract specs. Discussion: both vendor and City of Gilbert have valid legal stand. 
· City of Gilbert and Vendor currently at stand-off regarding choice of cable.
· Memo to be sent by attorney and clerk, to vendor stating American-made steel is requested
· To be reviewed at April 28, 2020 city council meeting. 

B. MN TH 37 
1. Project scope and funding: Start date mid-July 2020, 2nd half to continue May 2021. Start on North end. Bond, grant funding to be submitted by early May 2020. Approx. 70% of project will be funded.

C. AT&T Antennae Contract: 
· To be reviewed by City Attorney and update presented at 4/28/20 city council meeting.

D. Joint Fire Department Consolidation
· Chief Heitzman: GFD recommendation to continue joint training, equipment purchase, standardizing SOG’s, between Fayal Township and Eveleth, but will suspend participation in shared service meetings and do not wish to pursue full merger at this time. 

Motion by Leoni, second by Oberstar to continue with joint training, equipment purchase, standardization of SOG’s between Gilbert, Fayal Township and Eveleth, but to suspend participation in shared service meetings and to suspend pursuit of full merger between Gilbert, Eveleth and Fayal Township Fire Departments at this time.   
Aye: 	Skenzich, Oberstar, Leoni
Nay:	Robich 
Motion carries 3/1


New Business:

A. Reschedule Gilbert City Council Meeting
· May 12, 2020 Regular City Council meeting is rescheduled for Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. 
Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to reschedule the Gilbert Regular City Council meeting from Tuesday, May 12, 2020 to Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 6:30 P.M. 
Aye:	Robich, Leoni, Skenzich, Oberstar
Nay:	0
Motion carries 4/0

B. Mesabi Utilization Authority Invoice
Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve payment to Mesabi Elm Utilization Authority in the amount of $724.50. 
Aye:	Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich, Robich
Nay:	0
Motion carries 4/0 

C. Campground Start Date
· Governor’s protective order- Due to Covid pandemic, campgrounds are closed and no camping allowed until May 31, 2020 per MN dept. of Health. Re-evaluate at 4/28/20 city council meeting. 
· Few seasonal requests for Sherwood campground reservations. Closed Memorial Day weekend. 

D. Stantec Invoices
Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve Stantec invoice in the amount of $15,062.28, and Magney invoice in the amount of $68,682.20.
Aye:	Robich, Leoni, Oberstar, Skenzich
Nay:	0
Motion carries 4/0

E. Resident Utility Payment Request
· $11,068.29 resident bill, requests bill reduction
· Robich recommends payment in full with consideration of payment plan, etc.
· Homeowner stated insurance will not cover
· Mayor recommends reducing payment to a maximum of $2,500 by homeowner.
· Skenzich inquires whether homeowner has exhausted all means of payment prior to request.

Motion by Robich, second by Skenzich to keep bill at $11,068.29 with consideration of payment plan options through city clerk.
Aye:	Robich, Skenzich
Nay:	Oberstar, Leoni
Motion fails 2/2
Tabled until 5 Councilors are present.

F. Miscellaneous: 
Resolution 2020-04: Mayor Local Peacetime Emergency Act, extend to April 13, 2020
Motion by Skenzich, second by Leoni to extend Resolution 2020-04 until May 13, 2020
Aye:	Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay:	Robich
Motion carries 3/1

Approve Payment of Bills and Payroll:
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to approve payment of bills and payroll upon proper audit of the Clerk and Mayor.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Pulles, Skenzich, Leoni, Oberstar
Nay: 0
Motion carries 4/0


Motion by Robich, second by Leoni to adjourn meeting at 8:40 P.M.  MCU
Aye: Robich, Pulles, Oberstar, Leoni, Skenzich
Nay: 0
Motion carries 4/0


ATTEST:                                                              _________________________________
                                                                              James Paulsen, Executive Administrative Clerk
__________________________________
Karl Oberstar Jr., Mayor
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