City of Gilbert

Minutes of Closed Session, Work Session and Regular City 
Council Meeting

Tuesday, September 25, 2012

The meeting was called to order at 5:34 by Mayor Pro Tem Gentile.  All Councilors were present.  Mayor Bellerud was absent with notice.  Also in attendance were Attorney Brunfelt and Clerk Harper.  
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Garrity at 5:35 p.m. to move into closed session for preliminary consideration of employee discipline.  Motion carried unanimously.   

Motion by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Schutte to arise from closed session and return to open session at 6:05 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Council Work Session was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Gentile at 6:06 p.m. to discuss campground fees for 2013 and Campground Managers John and Barb Rautanen’s contract.  All Councilors were in attendance, as well as Attorney Brunfelt and Clerk Harper.  Mayor Bellerud was absent with notice.  The necessity of becoming independent contractors for campground management and the increase in expenses for said change were discussed.  An increase in 2013 campground fees was presented, along with the rationale, by the Campground Advisory Committee.   
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Garrity to close the Council Work Session at 6:29 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentile called the regular Council meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Mayor Bellerud was absent with notice.  All Councilors were present, as well as City Attorney Brunfelt, Police Chief Techar, City Engineer Jamnick, Library Director Miller, Campground Managers John and Barb Rautanen and City Clerk Harper.
Mayor Pro Tem Gentile led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Agenda item #13: Report of closed session of September 25th, 2012 was moved to this section of the agenda by Mayor Pro Tem Gentile.  Councilor Schutte moved that the City issue a disciplinary written reprimand and a required performance improvement correction plan and expectations to the employee who was the subject of the closed session held on September 19th and direct that the Clerk/Treasurer prepare and issue all necessary and related documentation, to include reviews by the City Council after 30 days, 60 days, and 90 days, to monitor the employee’s progress and performance under the performance improvement plan, seconded by Councilor Nemanick.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion to approve the following additions to the agenda was made by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick: 
A. Appoint absentee ballot board (Steve Peterson, Jeremy Liimatta, Rachel Devich, Susan Harper, and Jack Mackila).
B. John Liimatta’s request to have drinks outside at the Dugout Bar.
Motion carried unanimously.
Motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of September 11, 2012 was offered by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of September 19, 2012 was offered by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick.  Motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Pro Tem Gentile requested public input.  Judy Kramarich came before Council to compliment them on doing a good job for the City.  Council thanked her for her comments.
Motion to approve the request from Terah Rinerson for unpaid leave to attend the annual union convention on October 19th, 2012  in St. Cloud by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick.  Motion carried unanimously.
The following reports were given by Staff, Boards, Commissions, and Council:
Councilor Nemanick congratulated Bernie Kukar for his DECC sports acknowledgement; Nemanick stated that the trail problem at the cemetery brought to Council by Mr. Gulan, has been resolved with work done by Gilbert Public Works; Nemanick asked residents to please watch the storm sewers and help keep them clear of debris.
Councilor Garrity reviewed the discussion of campground fees that took place during the work session and made the motion to approve the fee increases recommended by the Campground Committee for 2013, seconded by Councilor Schutte.  Motion carried unanimously.
Councilor Schutte stated that the previous school board meeting contained comments from a school board member suggesting the school district close the Gilbert campus.  Schutte stated that in the future, any plans for city work at the school should include a statement from the school board about the future plans for Nelle Shean.
City Attorney: The 2006 agreement between Gilbert & Rock and Pines was referred to staff to meet with the owners and clarify the contract.  Motion to do so by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Schutte.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the recommendation from the Campground Committee to approve the Campground Manager’s contract (John and Barbara Rautanen) as written.  Motion carried unanimously.  Brunfelt stated that dates for the Municipal Boundary Adjustment discussions needed setting.  Council agreed to hold open meetings with these residents wanting to detach from Gilbert at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 9 and 23, and at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16th.  These dates worked also for the group’s representative, Jodi Pontinen.  Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve the Clerk Treasurer’s contract as presented by Attorney Brunfelt.  Motion carried three (3) to one (1) with Councilor Garrity objecting, stating that he disagreed with the severance in the contract and thought the City should determine what organizations the Clerk/Treasurer joins.   In order to determine the next step in the order to remove the Lopp building, Attorney Brunfelt stated that he first needs to track down the service of the papers declaring the removal and who now owns that building. 
City Engineer Jamnick reported that the footings were in at the DeCare site.  The Risky Business bar is scheduled for demolition next week after the environmental clean up is finished; Councilor Garrity made the motion, seconded by Councilor Schutte, for staff to determine which electric boiler to purchase for the Water Treatment Plant.  Jamnick stated that the IRRRB grants were due on October 15 and the resolutions for those would be on the October 9th Council meeting.
Library Director Miller said that this week was “Banned Books” week at the library and she has a display of all the books that have been challenged.  She invited everyone to visit the library and see the face lift it has been given with new rugs, one of which was purchased with proceeds from the book and bake sale.  On Fridays at 11 a.m., there is a preschool read time at the library.  Miller is beginning a knitting and crocheting time at the library at 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of the month.  On the second and fourth Tuesdays, a crafting time will start.  On Wednesday, October 17, from 6-10 p.m. she will have a Teen Age Lock In at the library, with parent signed permission tickets, for those wanting to watch the Hunger Games movie.  There is no school the next day, so no worries about tired kids at school.  On the Thursdays in October from 3:30 – 5 p.m., Pansy the therapy dog will be at the library for children to read to.  Councilor Nemanick thanked Director Miller for her contagious enthusiasm at the library.
Sherwood Forest Campground Managers John and Barbara Rautanen stated that the campground revenues were at $64,000.  They have plans to increase that next year.
City Clerk Harper asked about setting a fee for peddler license in Gilbert.  Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Garrity to charge a $100 fee for the peddlers’ permits.  Motion carried unanimously. In discussing the outside liquor permit, Rachel Devich stated from the audience that it pertained to serving alcohol outside, like on the 3rd of July, not just having the liquor outside.  Council said they would revisit this permitting process in 2013.  Harper complimented Jean Salo and Connie Elb and Gilbert’s Public Works Department for the tons of potatoes that were given away free last week from the Arena in two and a half days.  Ruby’s Pantry donated them to Gilbert. Harper stated that Mayor Bellerud and she were meeting with Biwabik next week to complete the Biwabik police agreement. The computer use policy was not discussed, as Council wanted more time to review it.  Harper asked Council if there were any questions about the Personnel Policies she had sent them in their packets.  There were none and the adoption of the policies is set for October 9th’s Council meeting.  Harper asked Council to set the Planning & Zoning Public Hearing for the comprehensive land use plan for 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 9, 2012.  It had been scheduled for another date, but was not held at that previous time.  Councilor Nemanick made the motion, seconded by Councilor Schutte to have the Clerk hire temporary help in the office to get things back on track.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the payment of the bills as presented. (Payroll was unavailable for approval at this time). Motion carried unanimously.
There was no correspondence.
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:22 p.m. was offered by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick.  Motion carried unanimously.







______________________________

ATTEST:






Mayor Donald Bellerud

______________________________

Susan M. Harper, City Clerk

The aforementioned is a summary of the action items from this meeting. To listen to the full transcript of this meeting, please contact City staff at 218.748.2232.
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