City of Gilbert

Minutes of Work Session and Regular Council Meetings

Tuesday, August 28, 2012

The Closed Session of Council was called to order by Mayor Bellerud at 5:34 p.m.  All Council members were present.  Also present were Attorney Jackie Corradi, City Engineer John Jamnick and Clerk Susan M. Harper.  Councilor Schutte made the motion, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to move into Closed Session for the purpose of discussing pending litigation with Attorney Corradi.  Motion carried unanimously and Council moved into Closed Session at 5:35 p.m.
Councilor Schutte made the motion to arise from closed session and return to open session, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Motion carried unanimously and Council arose from Closed Session at 5:53 p.m.
Mayor Bellerud called the Council Work Session to order at 5:55 p.m.  All Council members were present.  Also present was Clerk Harper.  Council discussed which cable television station to join to video events in Gilbert.  The choices were between the Gilbert/Fayal Cable Commission and the Mesabi Community Television.
Councilor Schutte made the motion to close the Council work session, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Motion carried unanimously and the work session was closed at 6:10 p.m.
Mayor Bellerud called the regular Council meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.  All Council members were present.  Also attending were Attorney Brunfelt, City Engineer Jamnick, Police Chief Techar, Operations Director Lautigar and City Clerk Harper.  Mayor Bellerud led the audience in the pledge of allegiance.
There were no additions to the agenda at this time when called for by Mayor Bellerud.

Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of August 16th, 2012.  Clerk Harper asked that the motion be rescinded as the minutes were not available.  Both Councilor Schutte and Councilor Nemanick rescinded their motion.  Councilor Gentile asked why Council received the August 21st minutes before the August 16th minutes.  Clerk Harper responded that two different staff members were doing the minutes. 
Motion by Councilor Schutte to approve the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of August 21st, 2012, seconded by Councilor Garrity.  The motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Bellerud called for public input.  Kraig Sortedahl of 317 North Broadway offered the City $1,000 to purchase the former Gilbert Bar property, 319 North Broadway, which abuts his home.  After Council discussion regarding the outstanding utility bill of $1924.95 attached to the 319 property, a motion was offered by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Gentile to sell the 319 property to Mr. Sortedahl for $1,000.  Councilor Garrity stated that he thought the property was zoned Commercial and that it would have to be rezoned by Planning and Zoning.  Clerk Harper noted that the information from St. Louis County lists the 319 parcel as residential.  Attorney Brunfelt stated that Mr. Sortedahl would have to appear before Planning and Zoning if he chose to build something on the empty lot, but if it is kept vacant, there would be no need to rezone it.  Councilor Garrity also stated that the utility bills could be split between the Mr. Sortedahl and the City, so some of the costs 

could be recouped by the City.  The motion carried with a four to one vote, with Councilor Garrity voting no. 
A motion was offered by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Gentile to approve the resolution supporting the Mesabi Family YMCA’s capital campaign efforts.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Gentile to table the discussion of Robin Hood’s Feast as Ed Addy was not present to address Council about his plans for this fund raiser.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Councilor Gentile, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve the request from Devo’s Sand Bar to allow drinks to be carried outside of the bar for the bean bag tournament on September 2, 2012.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Schutte to appoint Bruce Reinarz to the Iron Range Tourism Bureau as a Gilbert representative.  Motion carried unanimously.  Clerk Harper mentioned that Beth Pierce, Director of the Bureau, stated that Gilbert has three more seats to fill on this board.  Mayor Bellerud stated that volunteers are needed by the City for multiple positions and that the City staff should advertise this in the newspaper.
Reports from Staff, Boards, Commissions, Council and Mayor:
Councilor Nemanick stated that the staff at City Hall is not doing accounting but is doing data entry into the accounting system.  He wanted to clarify what he is hearing as misperceptions in Gilbert about support staff functioning as accountants, when that is not the case.  He stated that Clerk/Treasurer Harper is ultimately in charge and that delegating tasks to staff is her decision to make but that she is responsible for the financial information.

Councilor Gentile stated that the agenda items were he would address during this meeting.

Councilor Garrity summated the closed session and made the motion to continue the employment of Attorney Jackie Corradi to handle the new lawsuit brought by Fayal against Gilbert, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Motion carried unanimously.

Councilor Schutte made the motion to hire the Mesabi Community Television, Channels 2, 5, & 7, to produce and host public television events for the City of Gilbert starting January 1, 2013, paid with dedicated franchise fees, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Councilor Nemanick had stated during the Council work session, his preference to rejoin the Eveleth/Fayal/Gilbert cable commission.  Motion carried with a four to one vote, with Councilor Nemanick voting no.

City Attorney Brunfelt updated Council on the detachment request by four Gilbert residents to move their residential boundaries to Fayal.  There will be a telephone call to convene the hearing process for the request at City Hall’s conference room on Thursday, August 31, 2012 at 11:30 a.m. and the public is welcome to attend.  Brunfelt stated that it is a very preliminary step and that the judge will assign mediation meetings between the City and the residents requesting detachment.  If there is no resolution, then a hearing may be called for by the judge, but that will a future event and not scheduled at this time.
City Engineer Jamnick stated that the work at Delta Dental is progressing and that IRRRB had opened the bids for the building plans this morning, but we do not yet know who has the bid.  The high service water pumps at the water plant have been removed for a rebuild and should be back in the next few weeks.  Jamnick complimented the seasonal workers on what a nice job they did cleaning up the area where the transformers were removed at the water plant.  The bids for the Risky Business demolition were opened at City Hall this morning and a company called Pike River Demolition in Biwabik was the lowest and best bid at $39,733 including the asbestos removal.  The demolition will start as soon as the asbestos is properly removed and the forms are filed with the MPCA.  Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Gentile to award the demolition to Pike River Demolition of Biwabik.  Motion carried unanimously.
Jamnick spoke about expanding the cemetery and using some of the fill coming out of Delta Dental to fill in open land in the cemetery.  Some drainage connections must be addressed before dumping the fill.  Operations Director Lautigar stated that in the lower lots in the cemetery where a road needs building, the land needs to be added to alter the slope.   He would like a design for the expansion above the cemetery.  Lautigar would like Council to have Jamnick create a plan for moving the earth on the other side of Broadway.  Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Garrity to have Engineer Jamnick create a cemetery design.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilor Nemanick asked if an urn cemetery could be created in the northwest corner by adding about a foot of earth.  Both Jamnick and Lautigar agreed that it was possible.

Jamnick stated that he and Lautigar have been evaluating the geo-thermal heating proposal from Blue Water for the water plant and realized that there are a number of issues with dealing with chlorinated water returning to an overflow area.  The power needs have been communicated to Eric Clement from MN Power for the upgrade to the plant and he will report what is needed at the project meeting on September 10th.  Jamnick stated that sometimes in the winter we do not need to pump water every day and questioned how would that affect the geo-thermal.  Mayor Bellerud asked if electric would be the correct option for heating the water plant.  Councilor Garrity concurred with the Mayor. Motion to approve moving forward on the use of electricity to heat the water plant by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Motion carried unanimously.

Councilor Gentile asked Jamnick about moving the water line at Vertachnik’s property.  Jamnick stated that Jola and Sopp will be in town doing various projects in Gilbert, including the pipe work at the Delta Dental building and the water line will be moved then.

Councilor Nemanick congratulated Operations Director Lautigar on his recent marriage.  Lautigar stated that Dave Weis from MacQueen evaluated the street sweeper and said that our best option is to junk it.  The gutter broom replacement would cost around $5-6,000.  Lautigar has spoken with Bob Larson at MacQueen to see what is available for replacement in the $30,000-80,000 range.  The arm has completely broken off the street sweeper and Lautigar does not recommend repairing it.  Councilor Schutte recommended that the city replace the street sweeper, as the current one is a 1979 or 1980 model and is taking too much staff time when the gutter broom doesn’t work.  The rental sweeper cost $5,000, with $1,000 cost to transport it here.  Councilor Gentile stated that Lautigar should research replacing the sweeper.

Lautigar requested that he finish accessorizing the new pick up trucks for needed equipment for up to $1,500.  Motion offered by Councilor Gentile, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve Lautigar’s request as stated.  Motion carried unanimously.

Three transformers were removed at the school and there are PCBs in them and OSI will remove them for $3,500 and take them down for disposal at Excel Energy.  Motion by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Gentile to approve the transformer disposal as stated by Lautigar.  Motion carried unanimously.
Lautigar would like to purchase street and yield signs, which was a line item in our bond refinance. Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Gentile to approve the purchase of ~20 yield signs and ~20 stop signs for $2,000.  Motion carried unanimously.

Clerk Harper asked Council to add the new liquor license for the sale of Amy’s Bar to the agenda.  Council approved the agenda addition.  Motion by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve the liquor license as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Gentile to approve a resolution to support the Mesabi Family YMCA’s capital campaign efforts.  The resolution was clarified as being only a statement of support, not a financial contribution.  Motion carried unanimously.

Councilor Schutte made a motion to table the discussion about Ed Addy’s proposal for a fund raiser for his Haiti project called Robin Hood’s Feast because he is not here to address it, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Motion carried unanimously.  Councilor Gentile asked Operations Director Lautigar if it was possible for the City to help with this fund raiser by brushing out the area Addy wants to use and filling some holes with class five.  Lautigar responded that it would be quite time consuming and a lot of work for his crew; it is not just a few pot holes.  The entire area is overgrown and trees need cutting to allow a horse and carriage through there.  Lautigar showed Addy the park and rock house but Addy would prefer the land by the lake.  Councilor Nemanick suggested a volunteer effort to clear the land.
Motion by Councilor Gentile, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve the request from Devo’s Bar to allow drinks to be carried outside of the bar for the bean bag tournament on September 2, 2012.  Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Schutte to appoint Bruce Reinarz to the Iron Range Tourism Bureau as a Gilbert representative.  Motion carried unanimously.  It was noted that there are three more seats available on this board for Gilbert representatives.  Mayor Bellerud requested that staff advertise for openings on multiple city committees and seats on the Tourism Bureau.

Clerk Harper stated that the budget is moving along and that the levy will not increase even to its allowable level of three percent (3%).  She invited anyone wanting information to call or stop into city hall and ask questions.  

Library Director Miller asked Harper to announce the Book and Bake sale that is ongoing from August 29 through August 31 at the library.  Volunteers are always needed.

Motion by Councilor Gentile, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve payment of the bills and payroll.  Mayor Bellerud asked Engineer Jamnick questions about the JPJ bill for multiple projects and his questions were answered.  Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Bellerud acknowledged the following correspondence: 
Thank you letter from the Eveleth – Gilbert Robotics Team;
Arrowhead Regional Development Commission’s preliminary budget;
E.F.G.S.D.’s 2013 Budget Proposal;
Minutes of the E.F.G.S.D. Joint Powers Recreation Board meeting, August 8, 2012;

Motion adjourn the meeting was offered by Councilor Garrity, seconded by Councilor Gentile.  Mayor Bellerud adjourned the meeting at 7:30 p.m.








______________________________








Mayor Donald Bellerud

ATTEST:

______________________________

Susan M. Harper, City Clerk

The aforementioned is a summary of the action items from this meeting. To listen to the full transcript of this meeting, please contact City staff at 218.748.2232.
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