City of Gilbert

Minutes of Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, July 10, 2012

Council Chambers


Mayor Bellerud called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Present:  Mayor Bellerud, Councilors Garrity, Gentile, Nemanick, and Schutte.

Absent:  None.
Staff Present: City Attorney Brunfelt, City Engineer Jamnick, Public Works Operations Director Lautigar, Campground Caretaker Smith, Library Director Miller and City Clerk Harper.

Mayor Bellerud led the audience in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Bellerud stated there were no additions to the agenda.  City Clerk Harper noted she did have the following additions:  Temporary Liquor Permit for Yo’r Mudders Place at the Community Center and minutes from the Cemetery Board, Planning and Zoning and Police Commission to accept.  Council agreed to add the Liquor Permit to the agenda tonight and place the minutes on the next meeting’s agenda. 

Motion by Garrity second by Schutte to table the Regular Council Meeting minutes of June 26, 2012, as they were not yet transcribed.  All approved.

Mayor Bellerud reported on the Closed Session of June 26, 2012 stating the Council evaluated the Public Works Operations Director Sam Lautigar and the review was positive.
Barb Kramar of Circle Drive, Gilbert, stated she contacted City Hall because they were taking soil samples across the street from her and she was unaware of what was being planned for the land.  Discussion was held on the expansion of Delta Dental.  Kramar questioned what a parking lot across from her house will do to the value of her house.  Council Nemanick responded it will hopefully increase the value and another 120 people will be employed.  City Engineer Jamnick explained there will be a vegetation screen between the parking lot and road and a sidewalk along with curb and gutter on the south side of Alaska Avenue that will connect with Summit Street.  Kramar also noted she was unaware of a flooding problem on lower Circle Drive due to people filling in their ditches on the top half because the City did supply the culverts at the time the ditches were filled.  Mayor Bellerud responded the City will be looking into the drainage problem.
Mark McCarty promoted the web site “Welcome Back Anywhere” as a celebration of Gilbert at a cost of $500.00 annually.  Council agreed to take a further look at the promotion.
City Clerk Harper noted City Attorney Brunfelt has another meeting and must leave early.
City Attorney Brunfelt stated there have been some issues with a certain property where the neighbors have brought forth many concerns and questions as to what can be addressed in a legal nature.  Brunfelt assured the residents that everything that can be done legally, the City is diligently doing. 

City Attorney Brunfelt explained that as part of the City’s contract with him, there is a designated list of people that he will accept phone calls from and will return phone calls to.  Once in a while there may be one from a Commission or Board Chairperson that is not on the list but it has not been an issue because there have only been about two calls at this point.  Councilor Nemanick stated it is a problem when protocol is being followed, and the problem will get bigger if not dealt with now.  Councilor Garrity stated a motion was passed approximately nine years ago that Board and Commission members had to go through the City Clerk before contacting the City Attorney.  Attorney Brunfelt recommended the Council have a reminder of that motion sent to all the Boards and Commissions if the Council would like it enforced.
Hugo Mariucci, Manager of Channel 12, stated the studio is ready for use and is available to anybody that belongs to the cable access board, it is free of charge and can be used by any resident, or non profit organization; for example the Fire Department could broadcast safety tips.  Mariucci noted that he has updated the system for Channel 12 and can now broadcast live from the school auditorium, gymnasium, football field and he is currently working on the Hippodrome for the hockey season. Mariucci explained he is currently working with the Cable Commission to develop a website for Channel 12 to host, stream and store all Channel 12 programming and it would be linked to each website.  Gilbert would be able to have any event they would like recorded and aired such as the 3rd of July Parade. This would allow video on demand.  Mariucci stated to do all this we will need the City of Gilbert to help by supporting Channel 12 and joining the Cable Commission.  Mariucci further explained how Channel 12 could increase Gilbert’s exposure.  Mayor Bellerud questioned the cost to join.  Mariucci replied it is contingent on the number of cable subscribers in Gilbert. Councilor Garrity stated he believed the cost would be around $5,400 but he has a problem with the number of satellite dishes in town that do not receive the cable channels and he does not see the need for further service than the current service we receive.  Councilor Schutte questioned if there could be live feed in the school in Gilbert and at the Gilbert City Hall because she has only heard of live feed in Eveleth.  Mariucci replied it could be done based on the revenue from Mediacom franchise fees.  Councilor Schutte stated that the money we would give now would go to further develop live feed in Eveleth and nothing for Gilbert.  She asked staff to look at what other cable access stations have to offer.  Councilor Nemanick stated the money the City receives from Mediacom is supposed to be used for this type of expenditure and it is a viable product that we should be providing for our citizens and we should take care of the details we want in the contract language.  City Clerk Harper noted there are other cable access channels as noted by Councilor Schutte and that others will also be presenting to Council.  Mr. Mariucci was the first one to request time on the agenda. Councilor Nemanick recommended the Council wait one month to hear from any other cable access channels and then make a decision.
Councilor Nemanick gave a big kudos to the Public Works crew for the clean up after the holiday activities and to the crew at the Water and Wastewater Plants as they have had a lot to deal with lately.  The City appreciates their dedication.
Motion by Gentile second by Garrity to approve Final Payment Estimate No. 3 of $4,244.08 for the Iowa Avenue Improvements project to Mesabi Bituminous, Inc. and Change Order No. 1 for the Iowa Avenue Improvements project to increase the amount of the contract by $714.00 as recommended by the City Engineer.  All Approved.
City Engineer Jamnick reported bids will be opened on July 20, 2012, for the parking lot, all the improvements and site preparation for the expansion of Delta Dental.  Jamnick noted, in regard to the Wastewater project, that we are still working on pumping out the digester but it is viscous so he is looking at more options to get rid of it.  Jamnick also noted he received the letter allowing the City to move forward with receiving quotes on demolishing the Risky Business building.
Public Works Operations Director Lautigar requested a check for $20,741.67 including tax, title and license for the new Public Works truck that just arrived at Lundgrens.
Motion by Gentile second by Schutte to authorize payment of $20,741.67 to Lundgren Motors for a new pickup truck for the Public Works Department.  All approved.
Director Lautigar questioned what the Council would like to do with the old S-10 pickup the new one is replacing.
Motion by Nemanick second by Gentile to place the S-10 on Do-Bid.com as the City has done with other vehicles in the past.  All approved.

Director Lautigar stated the water tower is in rough shape, it needs to be fixed in the next few years and has to be painted on both the inside and the outside; a coating is recommended for the reservoir that should be worked into the budget for next year.  
Library Director Miller announced scheduled activities for the Library and requested volunteers.
Motion by Nemanick second by Gentile to approve payment of bills and payroll plus the addition of Northern MN Consulting for $2,500.00 subject to audit by Mayor and Clerk (check no. 11898-11944).  All approved. 
Motion by Schutte second by Garrity to set a Council Work session for 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 24, 2012 to discuss the 2011 Audit.  All approved.
Belangers requested to purchase City owned Lots 9 & 10 next to the Alibi Bar for $1,000 per lot for the purpose of building a fenced in outside patio area.  Council Nemanick expressed concern about the limit of Commercial lots in town for buildings.  Councilor Schutte questioned if they have approached Planning and Zoning.  City Clerk Harper responded she had recommended they approach the Council first on whether the City would sell the lots then go to Planning and Zoning with their plans.  Councilor Garrity questioned the sale price of $1,000 per lot noting the City has more money than that invested into the lots with the expense of removing the Murphy Building.
Motion by Gentile second by Nemanick to sell Lots 9 & 10 next to the Alibi Bar to Belangers for a total of $2,000 with stipulations to the agreement that the City Attorney will add, and approval by Planning and Zoning.  All approved.
Motion by Gentile second by Nemanick to have only one Regular Council Meeting in the month of August which will be August 28, 2012 because of the Primary Election on August 14, 2012.  All approved.
Motion by Gentile second by Nemanick to authorize Terah Rinerson to attend the Advanced Wastewater Treatment Workshop on August 4-8, 2012 for the cost of $200 plus accommodations and meal allowance.  All approved.
Motion by Gentile second by Nemanick to approve meter reader pay increase from $700.00 to $750.00 a month to Dennis Erchul effective August 2012.  All approved.
Steve Peterson, Campground Board Chairman, stated the Board met tonight and has been working with Rural Solutions to fix the problems they are having with the reservation system.  Rural Solutions has agreed to allow the campground to take payments which eliminates $3.00 of the $8.00 fee they charge our campers, but they are not willing, or able, to work with any of the other issues.  At this point we have determined that we will not be able to use that system going into a new year and must look for different software.  Peterson noted we would like to find a system that will have the availability to do online reservations.  Councilor Gentile questioned what the City was using previous to Utopia.  Peterson replied the Campground has used Guest Tracker for 15 years and the Council decided to go with this other system last winter because it was cheaper than spending $1,700 to upgrade Guest Tracker again.  Peterson noted the $1,700 would not include online reservations so the Campground Board would like to continue research options.
Motion by Gentile second by Garrity to authorize the City Clerk and Campground Caretaker to spend up to $2,000 on new software for Sherwood Forest Campground.  All approved.
Campground Caretaker Smith explained the Minnesota Campground Association is a full-time organization that employs full-time lobbyists for state-wide campground issues. They send out an annual law review, printed guides and online guides that Sherwood Forest Campground is listed in.  We receive timely emails and reports; there is a scholarship program and free legal consultation.  Smith stated we have been a member of the organization since 1994 but it is up to the Council on whether we join again or not.
Motion by Nemanick second by Gentile to not renew Sherwood Forest Campground’s membership in the Minnesota Resort and Campground Association this year.  All approved.
City Clerk Harper stated the preliminary budget process has started.  Mayor Bellerud stated he and Councilor Nemanick are on the Budget Committee.  Clerk Harper stated Councilor Nemanick and she met with a business that is interested in moving to Gilbert but she cannot give any details at this time.  Clerk Harper also noted she met with MN Rural Water rep Mike Strodtman and Jack Bradach to discuss the Wellhead Protection Program and hopes to further meet with employee Bradach on the program when he has time.
Mayor Bellerud announced the correspondence.

Motion by Gentile second by Garrity to approve Temporary On-Sale Liquor Permit for Yo’r Mudders Place at the Community Center on July 21, 2012 contingent on approval by the Police Chief.  All approved.
Motion by Gentile second by Schutte to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  All approved.








______________________________








Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________

City Clerk
The aforementioned is a summary of the action items from this meeting. To listen to the full transcript of this meeting, please contact City staff at 218.748.2232.
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