City of Gilbert

Minutes of Mediation Meeting, Public Hearing and Regular Council Meeting

Tuesday, October 9, 2012

Mayor Bellerud called the detachment mediation meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. In attendance were Mayor Bellerud, Councilor Nemanick and Councilor Schutte; a quorum was present.  Absent with notice were Councilors Garrity and Gentile.  Also attending were City Attorney Brunfelt and City Clerk Harper.  Representing the residents who desire detachment were Roy and Jodi Pontinen.  Representing Fayal Township was Steven Kniefel, Board Chair.    Attending for the Municipal Boundary Adjustment Unit of the MN State Office of Administrative Hearings was Starr Holman, State Program Administrator Senior.  Attorney Brunfelt introduced Star Holman who detailed the process used in mediation.  She brought examples of mediation decisions made between residents and municipalities and other decisions that were decided during the hearing process.  There is a cost to the hearing process or to hiring a professional mediator ($150-180/hr.), so she encouraged both groups to try to mediate in good faith. The total acreage asking to detach is 104.22 acres.  Because the first hearing was on August 30, 2012, the final decision must be complete by August 30, 2013.  The next meeting for mediation is set for Tuesday, October 16, 2012, at 5:30 p.m. in the Gilbert City Hall.  Motion by Councilor Schutte at 5:35 p.m., seconded by Councilor Nemanick, to recess the meeting until said date.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Planning and Zoning Officer Eric Wedge called the Planning and Zoning Public Hearing to order at 5:40 p.m. In attendance were Land Use/Comprehensive Plan committee members Mark St. Lawrence, Donovan Goblirsch, Mary Bradach, Judy Kramarich, and MSA representative Renee Samuelson.  Wedge acknowledged the contributions of Councilor Schutte and Councilor Nemanick in the process as well as others who were unable to attend this public hearing.  He also thanked St. Louis County for funding the project.  The project started on June 23, 2011 by a community driven process.  The plans for future growth and architectural changes were presented along with information detailing Gilbert’s future population expectations and experience during the flight from the Range eras.  The branding name recommended by this committee is Minnesota’s Adventure Recreation Capital.  The library and City Hall will have copies of the plan for people to view, as well as being posted on the City’s website.  Council will consider adoption of the plan at a future meeting.
Motion by Donovan Goblirsch, seconded by Mary Bradach to close the public hearing.  Motion carried unanimously.  The public hearing was closed t 6:39 p.m.  
Mayor Bellerud called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 6:43 p.m.6:30 p.m.  In attendance were Mayor Bellerud, Councilor Nemanick and Councilor Schutte; a quorum was present.  Absent with notice were Councilors Garrity and Gentile.  Also attending were City Attorney Brunfelt, City Engineer Jamnick, Police Chief Techar, Operations Supervisor Lautigar, Library Director Miller, Campground Managers John and Barbara Rautanen and City Clerk Harper.
Mayor Bellerud led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
There were no additions to agenda.
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of September 25, 2012.  Motion carried unanimously.
Ron Potter, MN Department of Natural Resources Program Manager, presented the DNR’s maps regarding the rerouting of the Mesabi Bike Trail and the OHV Trail through City land.   They are asking the City how they can either acquire the land, by purchase, easement or lease.  He stated that the DNR was looking at a 30 foot right of way.  Council asked Potter to stake the route desired so Councilors could walk it and understand more clearly what the DNR is asking the City to 
accommodate.  Potter stated that Sam Johnson, DNR Spec. Sr., Trails & Waterways and Al Larson, DNR Supv. 1, head of the OHV Rec. Area, would stake the trail down the center of the requested route for Gilbert’s review.    They will come forward at a future meeting to discuss options again.
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to appoint election judges for the November 6th election as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve the Joint Powers Agreement for Police Services with Biwabik for 2013 and 2014.  Motion carried unanimously.  Biwabik’s Council will review the same and let Gilbert know of their approval or rejection.

Mayor Bellerud asked for public input.
Paul Bontems came before Council and offered $5,000 as the lot price for the house he built on city land in the Ore Be Gone development.  Because the City Charter requires a 4/5ths vote for the sale of City property, the decision could not be made until more Councilors were present.  Bontems also asked to buy the lot next to the lot under discussion.  Council will consider this second request when next they meet with the correct quorum. Motion by Councilor Schutte to set a Special Council Meeting at 6:15 on Tuesday, October 16, 2012, seconded by Councilor Nemanick so Council can conduct business after the second detachment mediation meeting.  Motion carried unanimously.  Attorney Brunfelt stated that Council would not revisit the past as Bontems wanted because the times and financial picture of the housing market was quite different from what it is today.  Brunfelt recommended Council move forward with the decision when the quorum was achieved.
Mayor Bellerud asked for reports from Staff, and Council.  Councilor Schutte and Councilor Nemanick both stated that the agenda was what they would address.
Fire Chief Dave Knutson came before Council requesting Council’s approval to create an eligibility list of interested fire fighter recruits, as the department was down to 20 members, with two possibly retiring at any moment.  Knutson made it clear that he was not asking to hire anyone at this time.  Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the Fire Department’s recruitment for a fire fighter eligibility list.  Motion carried unanimously.  Knutson said that there is currently training and education activity hosted for the first time in many years by the Gilbert Fire Department.  Fire Departments from around the Range come to the trainings and more of them will be hosted by Gilbert in the near future.  Knutson stated that he was exploring replacement of the SCBA refilling system in the F.D., as it is antiquated and inefficient.  He is looking at portable systems that can refill the breathing tanks used by fire fighters while at the scene instead of returning to the hall to refill the tanks.  He will come before Council again with recommendations.  Council thanked him for appearing and Knutson said that he wished he could attend more Council meetings, but his varied working hours at the mine made that rarely possible.
City Attorney Brunfelt updated Council on the land sale issues with Kraig Sortedahl (former Gilbert Bar Property).  In filing the papers with the county recorder’s office, Brunfelt discovered that the land was still in the state’s name and not in Gilbert’s, so no sale can be finalized.  Brunfelt is working with the County Land Office to rectify this.  The payment of $1,000 will be returned to Mr. Sortedahl until the transaction can be finalized.  The County will do an appraisal and decide on a purchase price with the County Board’s approval.  Clerk Harper mentioned that she was keeping the Land Office up to 
date on the investment the City made into removing the Gilbert Bar and upgrading the property so hopefully that will be considered when an asking price is determined.
Brunfelt is working with Engineer Jamnick to resolve the Udovich real estate matters and determine the boundaries of the easement and the square acreage of the triangular piece of land the Udovich’s wish to purchase from the City.
City Engineer Jamnick asked that Resolutions 2012-15 and 2012-16 for IRRRB grant applications be approved by Council.  2012-15 is to fill the gap in funding for the Circle Drive/Alaska Avenue work for the Delta Dental project and 2012-16 is for upper alley sanitary sewer replacement in 2013, which is a result of televising the sewer lines and identifying which needed work the most.  Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve Resolution 2012-15.  Motion carried unanimously.  Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve Resolution 2012-16.  Motion carried unanimously.  Jamnick stated that the Risky Business Bar demolition is almost complete.  The new Water Treatment Plant electric boiler purchase went to Kohler, with advice on the energy advantages of the boiler stated by EMS, Gilbert’s Conservation Improvement Plan implementer.
Operations Director Lautigar asked Council to approve the hiring of two to three rink attendants.  Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to so approve.  Motion carried unanimously.    Lautigar requested to hire a new mechanic for the Public Works Department.  The job will be posted internally first for current staff to apply and then listed externally at the League, Workforce Center, and newspaper ads.  Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the request to hire a new mechanic.  Motion carried unanimously.  Lautigar has been looking for a replacement street sweeper.  The 2005 ones found are between $90,000 to $100,000 and Lautigar will continue to research pricing. Lautigar asked Council to approve a welding tool request.  Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the purchase up to the total price of $3,000.  Motion carried unanimously.
Library Director Miller stated that the Library Board would like to form a Friends of the Library Committee.  There will be a felting class on November 7th at the library.  Miller asked for signage outside of the library to announce upcoming events.  Because of MNDOT restrictions, a ‘sandwich’ type board was recommended by Council.
City Clerk Harper congratulated Gilbert Utility Clerk Mary Olsen on her new grandson.  She thanked those who helped in the office while the office was short staffed. 
Elections are November 6th and Harper announced that Gilbert offers curb side voting to anyone unable to come into City Hall to vote.  There is also a voting machine that adapts for those with hearing or sight impairments.  She asked that those coming for curb side voting call or have the person bringing them come into City Hall to get two election judges to come outside.  
The League of MN Cities Insurance Trust has endorsed the sewer back up changes made possible by a maintenance policy adopted by Council.  This lowers the co-pay to $250 instead of $1200.  Harper requested that Council approve and adopt the Personnel Policies.  Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve and adopt the Personnel Policies.  Harper requested a computer upgrade for the Clerk’s office.  Motion by Councilor Nemanick, seconded by Councilor Schutte to approve the purchase as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick to approve the payment of bills and payroll as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
Correspondence: Mayor Bellerud read the thank you note from the Jan Purkat family and the thank you note from Iron Range Youth in Action.
Mayor Bellerud acknowledged receipt of the Cemetery Board Meeting Minutes of September 6, 2012.
Motion to adjourn by Councilor Schutte, seconded by Councilor Nemanick.  Mayor Bellerud adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.







______________________________

ATTEST:







Mayor Donald Bellerud

______________________________

Susan M. Harper, City Clerk
The aforementioned is a summary of the action items from this meeting. To listen to the full transcript of this meeting, please contact City staff at 218.748.2232.
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