
CITY OF GILBERT 
MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25,  2011 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Garrity called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Garrity and Councilors Nemanick and Omersa. 
 
Absent:  Mayor Bellerud and Councilor Gentile 
 
Staff Present: City Engineer Jamnick, Police Chief Skelton, Library Director Prieve, City 
Clerk Darrow and Confidential Secretary Devich. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Garrity led the audience in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to approve the additions to the agenda: 

1. Approve request from Gilbert VFW Post #4456 to have a small Parade on 
Saturday, April 30, 2011 on Broadway Street for the 8th District VFW & 
Auxiliary Loyalty Days. 

2. Approve minutes and act on recommendations of Water and Light 
Advisory Board Meeting of January 19, 2011. 

All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to approve the minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of January 11, 2011.  All approved. 
 
No public input. 
 
Councilor Nemanick commended the City on their efforts with taking care of the water 
break on Circle Drive.  Nemanick questioned the monthly cost for the lights at the 
Campground noting possible ways the City could save money and energy.   
 
Councilor Omersa recognized the good job the City Crew has been doing with snow 
removal. 
 
City Engineer Jamnick updated the Council on the Wastewater Treatment Plant project 
noting there will be site work to complete in the spring. 
 
Library Director Prieve announced the Library is maintaining a strong presence in the 
community noting record attendance. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Garrity questioned the benefits of the Good Sam membership, noting 
one must be a member to log-in to the Good Sam website to see what campgrounds 
participate in Good Sam.  City Clerk Darrow stated he would meet with Campground 
Caretaker Smith to discuss the Good Sam membership and report back to the Council. 
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Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to accept minutes and recommendations of 
Police Commission Meeting of December 14, 2010.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to approve payment of bills and payroll subject 
to audit by Mayor and Clerk (check no. 27332-27374).  All approved. 
 
Motion by Nemanick second by Omersa to approve Payment No. One for $32,682.60 to 
Nelson Roofing for Gilbert Library Re-roofing project.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Nemanick second by Omersa to approve the 2011 On-Sale Liquor License for 
the Gladiator retro-active to January 1, 2011.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to approve the charitable gambling request for 
Gilbert 3rd of July Inc. for Bingo event on January 30, 2011 at St. Joseph’s Church, 515 
Summit Street South, Gilbert.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to authorize the Laurentian Chamber of 
Commerce to host a dinner party at the Gilbert Community Center, 19 South Broadway, 
on January 22, 2011 and approve Temporary Liquor License.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to propose an ordinance to increase the 
Cemetery Advisory Board from four members to five members.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to conduct a re-organization meeting, appoint 
officers and outline a timeline for considering charter changes.  A Charter Commission 
meeting will be held at 5:45 p.m. on February 22, 2011 to consider this action.  All 
approved.   
 
Clerk Darrow stated there will be an ad placed in the Gilbert Herald requesting volunteers 
for the Boards and Commissions.  Councilor Garrity noted two members of the City 
Council are allowed to be on the Charter Commission. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick authorize staff to develop an 18 month meter 
reading transition plan whereby staff will establish short-term and long-term procedures 
for meter reading including placing the meter reading up for bids and transitioning to the 
Iron System.  This process will include estimating meters every other month beginning in 
March of 2011 (as needed).  Beginning in February, City staff will also provide the Water 
and Light Advisory Board and City Council with a detailed transition process for 
installing radio meters on all existing meters to be completed in July of 2012.  All 
approved. 
 
Motion by Nemanick second by Omersa to direct the City Attorney to file motions with 
the district court and to obtain court orders allowing the City to enter and repair or raze 
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the following properties: 319 Broadway Street North, 120 Indiana Avenue East and 118 
Broadway Street South.  All approved. 
 
Clerk Darrow explained the purpose of an energy audit will be to provide staff and the 
City Council with specific recommendations for reducing energy costs and improving the 
over all efficiency of the buildings. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to authorize staff to proceed with an energy 
audit for City-owned buildings at a cost not to exceed $1,800.00 and to contact AEOA 
regarding the energy audit.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Nemanick second by Omersa to authorize Water/Wastewater Operator 
Bradach to attend the MRWA Annual Water & Wastewater Conference in St. Cloud on 
March 1-3, 2011 and authorize City Clerk Darrow to attend the Minnesota Clerks 
Association Conference in St. Cloud on March 13-15, 2011.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to re-appoint Jeff Thiel to the Water and Light 
Advisory Board for term ending January 31, 2014 as recommended by the Mayor Pro-
Tem Garrity.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to table the second reading and adoption of 
Street Vacation Ordinance because a 4/5 Council vote is needed to adopt the ordinance.  
All approved. 
 
City Clerk Darrow also commended the City on their efforts with taking care of the water 
break on Circle Drive and noted appreciation for the patience of the homeowners and 
Delta Dental.  Darrow stated the Laurentian Chamber of Commerce 2011 Annual 
Membership Banquet held at the Gilbert Community Center was a success with 150 
people in attendance.  Darrow explained he elected to be a member of the contract 
negotiating team for a new contract with Minnesota Power.  Darrow mentioned he will be 
meeting with the Gilbert Ice Plant committee which is comprised of Gilbert/Eveleth 
hockey parents and coaches.  The Committee would like to research the possibility of 
bringing artificial ice to the Gilbert rink.  Darrow noted the Council Retreat agenda and 
goals. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to approve request from Gilbert VFW Post 
#4456 to have a small Parade on Saturday, April 30, 2011 on Broadway Street for the 8th 
District VFW & Auxiliary Loyalty Days, contingent on the required insurance certificate.  
All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to approve minutes and recommendations of 
Water and Light Advisory Board Meeting of January 19, 2011.  All approved. 
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Motion by Omersa second by Nemanick to adjourn the meeting at 7:09 p.m.  All 
approved. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
The aforementioned is a summary of the action items from this meeting. To listen to the 
full transcript of this meeting, please contact City staff at 218.748.2232. 
 


