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COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
 
Mayor Bellerud called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Present:  Mayor Bellerud, Councilors Garrity, Gentile, Nemanick and Omersa. 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present: City Attorney Aluni, City Engineer Jamnick, Police Chief Skelton, Public 
Works Foreman Kuitunen, Fire Chief Omersa, Library Director Prieve, City Clerk Darrow 
and Confidential Secretary Devich. 
 
Mayor Bellerud led the audience in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
City Clerk Darrow administered the oath of office to Mayor Bellerud, and Councilors 
Nemanick and Omersa. 
 
Mayor Bellerud expressed his appreciation to Councilor Gentile for his service as Mayor 
Pro-Tem in 2010. 
 
Motion by Gentile second by Omersa to appoint Councilor Garrity as Mayor Pro-Tem for 
2011 as recommended by the Mayor.  All approved. 
 
No additions to the agenda. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Gentile to approve the minutes of the Special Council 
Meeting of December 13, 2010.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Gentile second by Garrity to approve the minutes of the Closed Council 
Meeting of December 13, 2010.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Garrity to approve the minutes of the Budget and Levy 
Hearing of December 14, 2010.  Councilor Gentile abstained.  Motion passed. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Omersa to approve the minutes of the Regular Council 
Meeting of December 14, 2010.  Councilor Gentile abstained.  Motion passed. 
  
Leo Skrbec noted he is currently a member of Cemetery Advisory Board and is requesting 
the Council move forward with establishing a Gilbert Cemetery Foundation.  City Attorney 
Aluni stated the Foundation would be a 501(c)(3) and he would look into the status.  
Skrbec also requested another member be added to the Cemetery Advisory Board so there 
is not an even number of members. 
 
City Engineer Jamnick updated the Council on the Wastewater Treatment Plant project 
noting everything is looking good for the January 31, 2011 completion date.  Discussion 
followed whether it would be cost effective to go with new lights as recommended by 
Minnesota Power in Genoa. 
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Motion by Omersa second by Gentile to sell the retired police squad light bar to the City of 
Biwabik Fire Department for $500.00.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Garrity to authorize Police Chief Skelton to attend 
Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association Executive Training Institute in St. Cloud on April 
4-7, 2011 .  All approved.   
 
Fire Chief Omersa announced the Gilbert Fire Department received a donation from the 
Hopkins Fire Department of 800 feet of hose which has been certified and tested. 
 
Library Director Prieve announced there are many new things going on at the Gilbert 
Public Library noting the Library is outfitted with new software and will be offering 
classes. 
 
Councilor Nemanick stated he toured the wastewater plant, noted the huge improvements 
being made and suggested the City have Casual Laborers clean the plant once the project is 
completed for the safety of the employees. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Omersa to re-appoint Sam Aluni and Trenti Law Firm as City 
Attorney for 2011.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Garrity to re-appoint John Jamnick and RLK Inc. 
Engineering as City Engineer for 2011.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Gentile to re-appoint Erik Wedge as Zoning Administrator 
for 2011.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Omersa to appoint Michael Darrow as City Clerk, Treasurer 
and Investment Officer for the City of Gilbert for 2011.  All approved. 
 
Councilor Garrity stated he is not interested in renewing his membership on the Iron Trail 
Convention and Visitors Bureau Board and would like to nominate City Clerk Darrow to 
replace him. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Omersa to appoint City Clerk Darrow to the Iron Trail 
Visitors and Convention Bureau Board for term ending 1-31-14 as recommended by the 
Mayor.  All approved. 
 
Motion Garrity second by Omersa to re-appoint Rocco Leoni and Robert Lind to the 
Library Board for terms ending 1-31-14 as recommended by the Mayor.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Garrity to re-appoint Michael Gentile to the Police 
Commission for term ending 1-31-14 as recommended by the Mayor.  All approved. 
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Motion by Gentile second by Omersa to re-appoint Mary Bradach and Mike Sailer to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission for terms ending 1-31-14 as recommended by the 
Mayor.  All approved. 
 
City Attorney Aluni stated of the Charter Commission was re-established and a court order 
was received in 2010 but he would report back on the status of the Commission for the 
next Regular Council Meeting on January 25, 2011. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Gentile to re-appoint Scott Sandquist to the Water and Light 
Advisory Board for term ending 1-31-14 as recommended by the Mayor.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Gentile to remove Edward Poderzay from the Gilbert 
Housing and Redevelopment Authority Board of Commissioners effective immediately, 
due to health issues and appoint Edward Kodunce to the fill the unexpired term of Edward 
Poderzay for term ending 5-8-14 as recommended by the Mayor.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Gentile to re-appoint Fred Shusterich to the Gilbert Housing 
and Redevelopment Authority Board of Commissioners for term ending 5-8-15 as 
recommended by the Mayor.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Gentile second by Omersa to designate official depositories for 2011 as follows: 

a. First National Bank if Gilbert (General Funds) 
b. Wells Fargo Bank  (Payroll) 
c. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney Inc.  (Investments) 

All approved. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Gentile to designate the Gilbert Herald as official newspaper 
for 2011 for the City of Gilbert.  All approved.   
 
Motion by Omersa second by Garrity to approve Partial Payment Estimate No. 2 for 
$2,944.02 to Jola & Sopp Excavating for the 2010 Sanitary Sewer Improvement project.  
All approved. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Garrity to approve payment of bills and payroll subject to 
audit by Mayor and Clerk (check no. 27224-27331).  All approved. 
 
Clerk Darrow stated the Council had passed a motion at the last meeting in December to 
proceed with court proceedings but that has not yet occurred and the City received a letter 
from Fayal on December 21, 2010.  Darrow noted they are still at an impasse with Fayal 
but would like to meet with Fayal’s Clerk to try and establish a temporary rate.  Mayor 
Bellerud stated he would like to have one more meeting with Fayal before moving forward 
with court proceedings.  Councilor Garrity explained he is not against meeting with Fayal 
again but Gilbert needs a certain amount from Fayal to break even otherwise the residents 
of Gilbert will have to come up with the difference noting Fayal now owes a past due 
amount.  Garrity also noted Attorney Corradi may stop court proceedings at anytime if an 
agreement is reached with Fayal.  Councilor Omersa stated the court process may cost the 
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City in attorney fees but ultimately a decision has to be made.  Councilor Gentile stated 
Fayal is not paying the established rates which have been an on going problem.  Councilor 
Nemanick agreed stating Fayal is arguing fact with fiction. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Gentile to authorize Attorney Corradi to proceed with the 
court process against Fayal Township.  All approved. Council noted the negotiating 
committee is still welcome to meet with Fayal. 
 
Motion by Omersa second by Gentile to approve a resolution for a feasibility study for a 
new water treatment facility for the communities of Biwabik, Aurora, Hoyt Lakes, Gilbert 
and the Town of White.  All approved. 
 
Motion by Garrity second by Gentile to approve Partial Pay Estimate No. 7 in the amount 
of $114,086.for the Wastewater Treatment Improvements project.  All approved. 
 
Clerk Darrow updated the Council on the plans for the Council Retreat set for Saturday, 
January 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Darrow stated the meeting will be held in the 
Council Chambers and is open to the public.  Darrow announced the City is conducting a 
photo contest for the City’s website and the person whose photo is chosen will receive a 
free personal pan pizza from the Gilbert Holiday Station. 
 
Mayor Bellerud recited the first reading of the Street Vacation Ordinance. 
 
Clerk Darrow noted flags are at half staff until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 14, 2010 due 
to the tragedy in Arizona. 
 
Motion by Gentile second by Garrity to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  All approved. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
The aforementioned is a summary of the action items from this meeting. To listen to the 
full transcript of this meeting, please contact City staff at 218.748.2232. 
 


